Whitsun Cruise 2008

Tides are particularly kind to us this
year—| et '’ s hope the
help make this cruise particularly
inviting to those who may be thinking of
a first Channel crossing.

The plan is to assemble on the Higher
Pontoon, Dartmouth, on Friday 23 May
ready for a daylight crossing on
Saturday with arrival at St Peter Port
shortly before the marina sill opens.
After 3 nights in Guernsey we shall
cross to Diélette, then head north to
Alderney before returning to the Dart or
direct to the Exe.

¥ Cruise dinner in La Perla, Guernsey 2006

Guernsey is always a popular port for Club cruises offering beautiful scenery, a rich and fascinating
heritage, good eating-out and duty free shopping. 3 nights gives time to rest after the Channel
crossing, to relax and to begin to explore this fascinating island. Victoria Marina offers excellent
facilities and is right in the heart of St Peter Port. (25% discount provided you confirm your
participation at, or before, the Cruise Meeting on 22 May!) For more info you might like to visit
http://www.visitguernsey.com/ and http://www.guernseyharbours.gov.qgd/.

Diélette, a 27nm mile sail away on the Cotentin Peninsula, is a spacious, modern marina with good
facilities though a little distant from local towns. The marina is accessed HW +/-3hrs though with the
neap tide most boats should be able to access the holding pontoon in the outer harbour at all tide
states. A 2 night stay (discount requested) is scheduled so time at least for a plate of moules frites -
and fresh croissants for petit déjeurner. More info: http://www.cc-lespieux.fr/fr/port-
dielette/presentation-et-plan-du-p/default.asp or http://www.grandlarge.com/location/location-voilier-

dielette.asp .

The short 18nm hop to Alderney at neap tide should provide a gentle introduction to the infamous

Race. Mooring buoys accommodate up to 3 boats and t h
blow-up the dinghy. Facilities at Braye are only slightly less 5* with showers, washing facilities etc

ashore. Again we plan 2 nights. More info: http://www.alderney.gov.qg/index.php/pid/37.

A Saturday departure (31 May) will allow return to Dartmouth followed by a gentle leg to catch the tide
into the Exe on Sunday.

In previous years we have had up to 17 yachts on the May cruise and it is particularly oriented
towards those who may be looking at a first Channel crossing or who would appreciate the confidence
of sailing in more experienced company (see reports and pictures on the Club website). Although it is
expected the itinerary will appeal to many crews, stop-overs and passages have been scheduled with
the less experienced in mind. There will be plenty of support and advice for those requesting it but it
must be remembered that ultimately each skipper is responsible for his own crew and vessel.
For the more experienced there is no need to feel restricted to the cruise timetable and there are
alternative anchorages at all stop-overs. Oh — and yes — we welcome motor boats and extend an
invitation to yachts from other Clubs if they wish to join us.

Please bear in mind that weather may oblige a change to these plans. It is not appropriate to
approach the shoaling La Manche coast in strong winds from the west and Braye can be very
uncomfortable in winds from the north east.

Do contact the cruise leader if you have further questions.

Cruise Leader: Dermot Nolan, Seabird of Bute, 07738871104
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